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Highlights 

 Government of Mali and United Nations announce end of Ebola outbreak in Mali. 

 The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for UNMEER visited Bamako from 21-22 January 
2015 and met with the Malian Prime Minister, the Minister of Health, the First Lady of Mali, the UN Country 
Team, and other partners involved in the EVD response. 

 IOM statistics on migrations from Guinea to Mali highlight the need for targeted cross-border surveillance. 

 Essential role of health workers at Bamako airport. 

 UNDAC teams strengthen operational capacity of the Emergency Operations Centre. 

Les points saillants 

 Le gouvernement du Mali et les Nations Unies ont déclaré la fin de l’épidémie d’Ebola au Mali. 

 Le Représentant Spécial du Secrétaire General de l’ONU et chef d’UNMEER a visité entre le 21-22 janvier 
2015 et a rencontré le premier ministre Malien, le Ministre de la Santé, la Première Dame du Mali, l’Equipe 
Pays de Nations Unies, et d’autres partenaires impliqués dans la réponse à la Malade du Virus Ebola. . 

 Les statistiques d’OIM sur les migrations de la Guinée au Mali soulignent le besoin d’une surveillance 
transfrontalière ciblé. 

 Le rôle essentiel des agents de santé à l’aéroport de Bamako. 

 Des équipes UNDAC renforce les capacités opérationnelles du Centre Opérationnel d’Urgence. 
 

   

 
 
Situation Overview
 

21,724 
Total cases in most 
affected countries 

Guinea (2871), Liberia 
(8478) and Sierra Leone 

(10340) 
Source WHO, 21 Jan 2015 

8,641 
Total deaths 

Guinea (1876), Liberia 
(3605) et Sierra Leone 

(3145) 
 

Source WHO, 21  Jan 2015 

8 
Total cases in  Mali 
(7 confirmed and 1 

probable) 
 
 

Source WHO, 21 Jan 2015 

6 
Total deaths in Mali 

including 2 medical agents 
 
 
 

Source WHO, 21 Jan 2015 

433 
Total number of 

identified contacts 
since the first 

registered case in Mali 
 

Source WHO, 21 Jan  2014 

UNMEER Chief Mr. Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, Deputy Chief of the Emergency 
Operation Centre Dr. Coulibaly, and WHO Representative and Head of UNMEER 
in Mali Dr Ibrahima Socé Fall (right to left) speak with staff at the Ebola Treatment 
Centre in Bamako.  (Photo: UNMEER/P.Peron, Bamako, 21/01/15)   
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Government of Mali and United Nations announce end of 
Ebola outbreak in Mali 
 

On the 18 January 2015, Malian authorities and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) officially declared 
an end to the Ebola outbreak in Mali after a period of 
42 days without a new case.  

The Minister of Health and Public Hygiene, Mr. 
Ousmane Kone, praised the efforts of national and 
international organizations, thanking in particular the 
WHO Representative and Head of the United Nations 
Mission for Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER) 
in Mali, Dr. Ibrahima-Socé Fall. Highlighting that the 
risk of Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) still remains, Mr. 
Kone called upon the public to remain vigilant and to 
observe basic preventive measures.  

For his part, Dr. Fall applauded the people of Mali who 
were completely committed to seeing an end to the 
outbreak. He also praised the President of Mali, who 
showed exceptional leadership in leading the battle 
against the Ebola virus, as well as the Minister of 
Health and Public Hygiene and the Coordinator of the 
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) and Special 
Advisor the President for Ebola response, Prof. 
Samba Sow, who did not wait for the first case to start 
the fight.  

 

 

 

While recognizing the remarkable results of Mali, Dr. 
Fall noted that although a battle had been won, the 
war against the Ebola virus would continue unabated 
until all countries in West Africa could also declare 
themselves Ebola-free. “Ebola is a terrible disease 
and continues to pose a threat to peace, security, the 
economy, and the very existence of our society. We 

cannot let our guard down. The fight continues,” 
stressed the WHO Representative and Head of 
UNMEER in Mali. He also called on the public, 
authorities, partners and donors to maintain the same 
level of commitment and to continue strengthening the 
health system and support activities to prevent and 
prepare Mali for such crises in the future.  

 

 

 

 

Dr. Fall’s comments were emphasized further by Ould 
Cheikh Ahmed, Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General and Head of UNMEER, who visited 
Mali shortly after on 21-22 January 2015, 
accompanied by WHO Assistant Director-General Dr. 
Bruce Aylward.  “We came with a message of 
congratulations. We came to say bravo, but remain 
vigilant,” said Ould Cheikh Ahmed after a meeting with 
Malian Prime Minister Modibo Keita.  

During his two day visit to Bamako, Ould Cheikh 
Ahmed also met with the Minister of Health and 
examined preparations for the possible emergence of 
new Ebola cases, including visits to the Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) and the Ebola Treatment 
Center (ETC) in Bamako.  

The Head of UNMEER emphasized the need to 
strengthen cross-border surveillance: “People, 
communities do not recognize borders, and therefore 
the next challenge for Mali is to remain vigilant. We 
are not immune to new cases here and there, until we 
have zero cases throughout West Africa.”  

 
 

Dr. Fall, Mr. Kone, and Prof. Sow (left to right) in 
Bamako. (Photo: WHO, 18/01/15)   

Dr. Aylward and Ould Cheikh Ahmed meet with 
Malian Prime Minister Modibo Keita (left to right) in 
Bamako. (Photo: UNMEER/P.Peron, 21/01/15)   
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IOM statistics on migration flows from Guinea to Mali 
highlight need for targeted cross-border surveillance
 

With the support of the Office of 
U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
(OFDA) and WHO, the 
International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) is implementing a 
project to strengthen the health 
surveillance system on the border 
with Guinea and improve travelers’ 
awareness on EVD.   

Between the 22 November 2014 
and 2 January 2015, IOM assisted 
health screening and awareness-
raising for a total of 29,779 
travelers (4,000 to 6,000 per week) 
at two health checkpoints. Between 
the 3 and 19 January 2015, IOM 
dealt with a total of 43,626 
travelers going through the 
deployment of 9 new teams at 
health checkpoints (avg 17,000 per 
week). 

This project has provided a unique 
opportunity to collect and analyze 
data on the flow of a total of 73,405 
travelers into Mali from the Ebola-
affected countries. In particular, 
data on the exact areas of origin 
and destination can help health 
actors better plan and prioritize 
response and preparedness 
activities. 

The map above right shows 
regions in Mali where travelers 
were going to, while the map below 
right shows the regions in Guinea 
where travelers were coming from.  

The results show that a significant number of people are coming from regions away from the border and affected 
by high EVD cases, such as Nzerekore and Conakry, and that some travelers are headed to areas in the North of 
Mali not currently prioritized for EVD preparedness activities, such as Gao and Mopti.  

The essential role of health workers at Bamako airport
 

Since December 2014, the ritual in Bamako-Senou 
International Airport is the same. All passengers 
departing and arriving are subject to temperature 
screening accompanied by awareness actions 
through staff hired by UNFPA, the United Nations 
Population Fund, as part of the fight against Ebola 
virus disease in Mali.  

The measure is designed to prevent a resurgence of 
the disease while also ensuring that Mali does not 
become isolated in the aftermath of the outbreak.  

The health workers – who are nurses, midwives and 
health technicians – are using touchless 
thermometers to screen the body temperature of 
travelers at the airport.  

When departing, all passengers are subject to a 
temperature screening before reaching the baggage 
check room. A second temperature screening is 
performed in the boarding area. The temperature 
recorded is then written on the boarding pass, which 
is then sealed. No passenger has access to the plane 
if his temperature and the 'health check' stamp do not 
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appear on the boarding pass. On arrival, passengers 
are also subject to temperature checks. 

An average of 620 people passed through the 
Bamako-Senou airport each day in December, and 
according to official statistics, the airport served more 
than 602,000 travelers in 2014. To cover all travelers, 
teams of health workers are working in two shifts, one 
10 hours long, the other 14 hours long.  

Some travelers are reluctant to undergo the checks. 
"We take them aside and talk to them. Following this 
conversation, they are more cooperative," said Fanta 
Coulibaly, who manages the health workers’ daytime 
shift.  

From 15 December to 6 January, no cases of Ebola 
were found. Two people with fever were identified and 
tested – one had a cold, the other malaria. 

 

UNDAC teams in Mali to strengthen operational capacity of 
the Emergency Operations Centre 
 

Specialist teams from the UN Disaster Assessment 
Coordination (UNDAC) were in Bamako on two 
missions, the first on 2-22 December 2014 and the 
second on 15-23 January 2015, to assist the Ministry 
of Health in strengthening the internal operational 
capacity of the Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) 
to respond to future outbreaks of EVD. 

The UNDAC experts provided basic training on the 
management of the EOC and response planning, 
including the development of all necessary directives 
and documents such as Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs), organization tables, job 
descriptions, budget plan, action plan, operation plan, 
Information Management structures, tools and flows. 

On the 21 and 22 January 2015, these tools and 
procedures were tested during a two day simulation 
exercise for a small scale EVD scenario to test 
personnel communications, response, information 
flows, planning, logistics and response, decision 
making and reporting requirements. 

 

 

In collaboration with MapAction, one of the UNDAC 
support members, and the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the 
UNDAC teams also assisted the EOC and its 
partners in Information Management (IM) processes 
and tools.   

 

 

A training workshop in IM was held in Bamako on 14-
16 January 2015 for 25 staff from the EOC, the 
national health service, government ministries, 
national NGOs, international NGOs, and UN 
Agencies such as WHO. 

The workshop focused on building the capacity of key 
personnel involved in the response to EVD in 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), mapping 
software, and the development of information 
products such 3W (who, what, where) maps. 

UNDAC is part of the international emergency 
response system for sudden-onset emergencies. It is 
composed of 259 experts in emergency situations, 
including staff from national governments, and 

 

A UNFPA health worker taking the temperatures of 
arriving passengers. (Photo: UNFPA Mali)   

Members of the visiting UNMEER and WHO 
delegation speak with UNDAC and EOC staff 
during the simulation exercise. (Photo: 
UNMEER/P.Peron 21/01/15)   

Two participants of the IM workshop working on 
mapping software. (Photo: UNOCHA 22/01/15) 

regional and international organizations, including UN 
agencies.  
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In Brief 

 

 For the Maouloud celebrations, UNICEF has supported a series social mobilization activities led by the 
Emergency Operational coordination (EOC) ranging from the development of messages for religious 
leaders and members of the community during sermons, the training of 200 Community animators on hand 
washing techniques, use of thermos-flash equipment, and interpersonal communication techniques, and 
the production of 150 banners and 10,000 individual pamphlets. Since the emergence of EVD in Mali, 
UNICEF has contributed approximately $3 million in the fields of Communication & social mobilization, 
health, Education, the WASH and protection. However, $5 million are still need to continue the 
implementation of prevention activities as long as the epidemic is not under control in neighboring 
countries. 
 

 On the 12 January 2015, Ministry of Health received 27 pick-up trucks from the WHO in a donation worth 
$960,000. Of these, 4 cars were provided with funding for the GAVI Alliance, while 23 were funded by the 
African Development Bank in support of the Malian response to EVD and were deployed to the Ministry of 
Health, the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC), and field offices in regions at most risk of Ebola. 
Effective transport and mobility are crucial to ensuring ongoing EVD prevention and response activities.  

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Adama Thiam, Senior Coordinator, UNMEER Mali at : thiam2@un.org; Tel: +223 79 99 94 61 

Or please visit our site on: http://www.un.org/ebolaresponse/mission.shtml 

UNMEER Mali reports and bulletins are available at: http://reliefweb.int/country/mli?source=15405#content 

 

The pickups parked at WHO before the signing of handover documents by WHO/UNMEER 
Representative Dr Ibrahima-Socé Fall (R) and Minister of Health Mr Ousmane Kone (L). (Photo: 
WHO) 
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